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The highlight of our November activities was the expedition into the 
desert of Na Transjorden to hunt for Arebic inscriptions on the 
rocks, especially inscriptions from the pre-Islamic period. As we 
returned with a "bag" of some 1800 Safaitic texts, I believe that the 
expedition can be called quite successful. "“Safaitic'' is the term 
epplied to a form of eerly Arebic writing derived from the Himyaritic 
script of South Arabia. It was employed by the Bedeuin of the desert 
regions south and south-eest of Damascus during the first century 
BsCe and at least as late as the third century “.D. In 1950, ina 
joint expedition of the American School and the Jordan Department of 
Anticuities, we recorded over a thousand of these texts in the region 
north of pumping-station H5 on the IPC pipeline, a collection which 
was recently published. Two years ago Mr. Barry Park, one of the 
‘mericsn engineers engaged in "Point 4" operations, reported to lir. 
Harding, at thet time Chief Curator of Antiquities in Jordan, the 


presence of Safaitic inscriptions north of pumping-=station H4 and gave 
him a large number of photographs of them. 


Fearing of this discovery, I suggested to Mr. Harding (who now lives 
at Harissa, Lebanon) that we organize an expedition to examine the H4 


area. He agreed and the necessary prenarations were meade. Sa'tid Bey 
Durrah, Director of .-ntiquities, gave us every possible assistance 

and ‘armed’ each of us with a letter which explained who we were and 
whet we were doing in the ares, in case we were stopped and question- 


ed. ithout Satid Bey's co-operation it would have been impossible 
for us to enter the area, and I should like to place on record my 
deep appreciction of his assistance. Others who helped were Cole 
Miller cnd Mx, A. J. Sarazin of UNAW. and i-r. Joseph Satad, Curator 
of the Palestine .rchaeological liuseum, who ploeced tents and other 
equipment at our disposal. A jeep, with driver, was secured at Jer- 
ash. In addition we had the School station-wegon, driven by Na'im, a 
brother of Wadita, the School housekeeper. Professor Marshall, Will 


Oxtoby, and Ahmad Hamzah of Jericho, were the other members of the 
expedition, 


Je left Jerusalem on the morning of November 3 and travelled via Am- 
men to Mafrak and thence along the Baghdad highway to H4 where we put 
up at a ‘hotel for the night. ‘e “ere surprised to discover that 
this pumping-station hes developed into ouite a sizeable community. 
The IPC compound, surrounded by a high barbed wire fence, contains a 
great many buildings, including the inevitable Spinney's store, a 
Cinema, and meny trees. On the highway, outside the compound, is a 
customs post, for H4 is the frontier post between Jordan and Ireq, 
although the actual border lies some kilometres farther east. 


Our first act on arrival wes, of course, to pay our respects at the 

police post - here manned by a detachment of the colorful Desert Pa- 
trol under the command of a sergeant. The “rab police are always the 
embodiment of the spirit of hospitality and helpfulness to travellers 
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and greeted us cordially. ‘After serving us the customary coffee and 
sweet tea, they allowed us to make a tracing from one of their maps of 
the region which we were about to penetrate. je were also allowed to 
take all the water we wished. H4, although situated in the bleakest 
of deserts, has managed to tap an abundant supply of water, 


Hotel accommodation at H4 is rather primitive, but since we were 
charged only the equivalent of about ,4.00 for two rooms for seven 
people we could not expect too meny conveniences, H4 seems to be one 
of the main over-night stops for truckers using the highway. Just 
east of H4 the majority of the trucks turn south off the highway and 
strike across the Satude Arabian desert to Kuwait. The lucky ones 
among our party slept soundly; the less fortunate were kept awake by 
the snores of their companions and by the barking of the dogs which 
spent the night repelling imaginery attacks from the surrounding des- 
ert. The enemy seemed to be approaching from all sides, judging from 
their mad rushes first to one point of the compass and then another. 


In the morning we headed north, with Corporal Kamahan Fahad acting as 
guide, He had been our guide in the HS area in 1950. Since then he 
hes achieved considerable renewn for he acts as guide to King Hussein 
when he comes hunting gezelles in this area. Twenty-eight kms. north 
of H4 we came to Qasr Burou', which is said to have been the farthest 
east Roman frontier post. It is an imposing structure,although in a 
rather dilapidated state today. At one side of it are the ruins of 
the largest reservoir I have seen in Trans-jordan. Je pitched camp 
about a mile and a half from the fort, at a spot where traces of one 
of the Point 4 camps were still in evidence, 


After a hasty lunch we set forth in the jeep, leaving Ne'tim to set 

our house in order and to prepare the evening meel - a rather large 
order for Netim, as this was his first experience at cooking! Half 

an hour's run across the mud flats which intersperse the basalt ridges 
brought us to our first cairns and first Safaitic inscriptions. As 
the sun sets early at this time of year, our first working day was a 
short one, but we at least had the satisfaction of knowing that we had 
struck 'Safaitic' country. 4 strong wind had sprung up, bringing some 
rain, and on our return to camp we found that one of our tents had 
blown down. It was a lesson to us that in the desert tent-pegs are 


not enough; the walls of the tent must be weighted down with stones 
on the inside. 


I will pass over our first meel in silence. A ray of light pierced 
the gloom when it was discovered that we had a culinary expert in our 
midst in the person of Professor liarshsll. Bob nobly volunteered to 
step into the breach and to assist Na'tim, with advice at least. 


Thereafter our spirits gose noticeably, as did the quality of the 
meals. 


Hach day we travelled farther end farther afield, inspecting every 


cairn on top of the ridges. ‘Je were rarely disappointed in our hunt 
for inscriptions. Mr. Harding, Bob ijarshall and I copied, while Will 
Oxtoby photographed. Under lir. Harding's tutelage, Ahmad soon 
learned the signs and became an ardent copier alsoe The guide just 
sat and sighed and every now and then gave vent to some tnintelligible 
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exclamation at the sight of the works of his ancestors. Eventually 
he proved more useful when he scouted ahead and found new sites 
where inscriptions were to be found. One day we came across a 
strange bird which had been injured and was therefore caught rather 
easily. The guide and the driver declared it to be a battah (a duck) 
despite the fact that it did not have webbed feet. We urged them to 
let it go and thought they had done so but later, chancing to look 
down from the cairn where we were copying, we saw smoke rising and it 
was evident that the “duck had met a sad fate. 





After working in this area for six days (Nov. 4-9) and examining all 
the accessible cairns, we broke camp and returned to H4 with the aim 
of visiting the area to the south-west where inscriptions were also 
reported to be. Driving back to Km. 262 on the highwey, we struck 
South into the desert. Cairns were soon encountered and on them 
Safaitic inscriptions, I should explain that these cairns mark the 
site of burials; on the basalt rocks of which the cairns are composed 
and on the rocks surrounding the cairns, friends of the deceased have 
engraved lasting memorials of themselves, There are frequently pray- 
ers to one or other of the gods and goddesses they worshipped and 
references to the battles in which they had taken part, Drawings of 
camels, horses, ibexes, lions, human beings and goddesses frequently 
accompany the inscriptions. 


hir. Harding took sick on the night of the 10th and was unable to ac- 
company us the following dey. I decided that it would be best to 
call off the hunt and return to Jerusalem, which we did on the 12th. 
We hated to leave as there were still many cairns which we had not 
visited and which I am sure contain inscriptions. If time and money 
are available in the spring, I propose to return and complete our ex- 
amination of this area. There is little doubt that north-eastern 
Transjordan contains thousands of early Arabic inscriptions waiting 
to be recorded. 



















After a week at home attending to Jerusalem School affairs, I set out 
for Baghdad to investigate the possibilities of work in Iraqe My wife 
accompanied me as far as Beirut. There we had the pleasure of seeing 
a former colleague at the Jerusalem School, Dr. Dimitri Baramki, new 
Curator of the -.rchaeological liuseum at AUB. Dimitri showed us over 
his museum, and in the evening he and his wife were our guests for 
dinner at the hotel, 






It had been impossible to secure in Jorden a visa for Iraq, so I had 
come to Beirut to try my luck. Despite reports that it would be im- 
possible to secure one here too, I had no difficulty whatever in ob- 
taining one the day after our arrival. It was necessary, however, to 
wait three days before I could get a plane to Baghdad. In Beirut I 
chanced to meet the Hon. Milton Gregg, V.C., Chairman of the U.N. 
Technical Assistance Board in Baghdad, He kindly gave me a note of 
introduction:to his Arab colleague in Baghdad, lir. Samir Khoury, and 
with the latter's help I was able to secure an appointment without 
delay with the new Director-General of ntiquities, Fuad Saffar. Not 
having been in Baghdad for twenty years I noticed many changes. It is 
encouraging to see the signs of progress in the form of new roads and 
splendid new office buildings. I had been informed that even if I 
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succeeded in entering Iraq, I would have to wait eight days to se- 
cure an exit visa. Actually the process took fifteen minutes! So 
much for rumour, 






The weather turned suddenly cold the day I arrived in Baghdad, the 
change in temperature being ushered in, in Jordan at least, by a vi- 
Olent dust storm. when I returned by plane from Beirut on the 25th 


the air over Transjordan was still filled to a considerable height 
with dust . 


The Board of Trustees of the Palestine Archaeological Museum held 
its fall meeting on the 29th. Those present were Pere de Vaux 
(President), Mr. Thomas K. right, American chargé d'affaires in 
Amman; Mir. Johnston, the British ambassador in Amman; Saad Bey 
Juma'ta, Under-Secretary for Foreign ‘ffairs; Sa'id Bey Durrah, Direct 
or of Antiquities; Mr. Alander, the Swedish charge d'affaires in 
Beirut; Dr. Henri Seyrig, Director of the Institut Francais d' Arché- 
Ologie de Beyrouth; Mr. Saad and myself. After the meeting the Amer- 
ican School entertained the Board at luncheon in the Director'sHouse. 





The H4 expedition and my trip to Baghdad made it impossible to plan a 
lecture program for November. Three members of the School, Profess- 
ors Marshall and Kuyper and Bob Smith, decided to go to Egypt for a 
three weeks' study tour. Will and Layla Oxtoby decided to spend a 
couple of weeks in Lebanon. Professor Knyper planned to spend only a 
week in Egypt and then go on to Bahrein, and possibly Iraq. Ray 
Brown spent the first three weeks of November in Rome where he was 
successful in passing the examinations for the Bachelor of Scripture 
degree. By going a couple of days earlier than he had planned, he 
managed to be present at the coronation of the new Pope. 


There have been very few visitors at the School this fall, due to the 
unsettled political conditions. But fle have one new addition to our 
School femily in the person of Mrs. Marshall's mother, Mrs. Hepner, 
formerly of the Lutheran Theological Seminary Tokyo, Japan, and now 
of Alexandria, Va. There were only ten of us present to celebrate 
Thanksgiving but Omar served up a most appetizing dinner of turkey 
and pumpkin pie. Afterwards we joined the children in games in the 
Director's House. 










Last Sunday we had a heavy rain, the first since the beginning of the 
month. The advent of December is a reminder that Christmas is on the 
waye 1 would like to take this opportunity of expressing on behalf 

of all who are at the School this year sincere Christmas Greetings to 
all the friends of the School. 


Fred V. Winnett, Director 


Jerusalem School 


